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BRITAIN’S SISTER WENDY SELECTS CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 
FOR NEW TELEVISION SERIES ON AMERICAN ART COLLECTIONS 


Upcoming Exhibitions Feature Works by the Bugatti Family and Dutch Still Lifes 

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Museum of Art has been chosen by Britain’s famous “art nun” 
Sister Wendy Beckett as one of only six major American art museums for her next major television 
series. Entitled “Sister Wendy’s American Collection,” the six-part series is a co-production of Spire 
Films in London and WGBH in Boston. The 69-year-old nun has won the admiration of art lovers 
and television viewers from her previous series on American public television and her books. In 
addition to the one-hour program on The Cleveland Museum of Art, the new series explores art 
collections in Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, and Fort Worth, Texas. The program to be 
taped this fall in Cleveland will be broadcast early in 2001. 

Particularly rich in its Asian, medieval, and pre-Columbian art, the Cleveland museum is 
known for the breadth and quality of its collection. From famous Egyptian works to rare Old Masters 
like Caravaggio’s painting of The Crucifixion of St. Andrew and Poussin’s The Holy Family on the 
Steps to Turner’s Burning of the Houses of Lords and Commons, Picasso masterpieces and 
contemporary works, The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) lives up to its reputation as “one of the 
nation’s premier collections” ( The New York Times, 1997). 

Building on its tradition of producing outstanding and innovative exhibitions, the 
CMA will be offering two exclusive shows over the next six months: the first American 
exhibition devoted to the Bugatti family featuring furniture, sculpture and classic 
utomobiles; and the only American showing of a sumptuous and scholarly Dutch and 
Flemish still-life paintings exhibition organized in partnership with the foremost museum 
collector of those works, the great Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. 

The Bugatti exhibition will be shown exclusively at the CMA, from July 18 through Sept. 
19, 1999. It is the first exhibition in the United States to present to audiences the work of three 
generations of the artistic family best known for the design and engineering of racing and 
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touring cars. The patriarch of the group was Carlo Bugatti (1856-1940), who won international acclaim for his 
exotic designs for interiors, furnishings, and metalwork. Carlo's sons, Rembrandt and Ettore, helped in his 
workshop as children. Rembrandt became a prolific creator of impressionistic bronzes of wild animals in 
captivity, spending most of his career sculpting in the zoos of Paris and Antwerp. Ettore was a self-trained 
automotive engineer, manufacturing cars for which his own son, Jean, became famous for the body designs. The 
international group of lenders to this exhibition includes designer Ralph Lauren, who is lending his 1938 Atlantic. 
Henry Hawley conceived the exhibition and is its curator. 

The exhibition Still-Life Paintings from the Netherlands, 1550-1720 recently opened at the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam (June 19-Sept. 19, 1999) before its only American presentation at CMA (Oct. 31, 
1999-Jan. 9, 2000). It brings together works by some of the uncontested champions of still life — among them 
de Heem (widely considered to be the greatest still life painter, and a significant inspiration for our century's 
Henri Matisse), Rembrandt, Rachel Ruysch, and Frans Snyders. Still lifes showed off their mastery in conveying 
in oil paint on a flat surface the flesh of a peach or a roast, the texture of fur and feathers, and the roundness and 
sheen of polished musical instruments or vessels of glass or gold. Sometimes commissioned merely to delight the 
eye and sometimes also to engage the mind and spirit about the temporality of this life, these painters became the 
elite of the 16th- and 17th-century Dutch and Flemish world, working for almost all classes of buyers. Curating 
the exhibition are Alan Chong, curator of European painting at the Art Gallery of Ontario (formerly of the 
CMA's curatorial staff), and Wouter Kloek, head of the paintings department at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. 
Diane De Grazia is CMA's organizing curator. 

Fully illustrated catalogues accompany both exhibitions. 

Admission to the permanent collection of the CMA is free. Some major exhibitions have admission fees. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays, plus Wednesday and Friday evenings until 9 p.m. For 
more information about exhibitions or general information about the CMA, visit the museum's web site at 
www.clcmusart.com or call (216) 421-7350. 


### 

Complete press kits with photographs of works on view from the museum’s permanent collection and for all upcoming 
exhibitions are available by calling Julie Limpach at (216) 421-7340, ext. 261. 



